1. Define Infrastructure and Its Types
Infrastructure refers to the basic physical and
organizational structures needed for the
operation of a society. It includes all the
facilities that allow the economy and society to
function smoothly. These facilities include
transportation, communication systems,
power, water supply, and more.

Types of Infrastructure:

Economic Infrastructure: This supports
economic activities such as transportation
(roads, railways), energy (electricity, gas),
communication (telecommunication, internet),
and water supply. These are necessary for
businesses to operate.

Social Infrastructure: This helps improve the
quality of life for people. It includes schools,
hospitals, housing, sanitation, and other public
services that meet the basic needs of society.
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2. Explain the Role of Infrastructure in
Economic Development
Infrastructure plays a key role in economic
development because:

Supports Business Growth: Good roads,
reliable electricity, and efficient
communication systems help businesses
grow by reducing costs and improving
productivity.

Attracts Investments: Investors look for
areas with good infrastructure, such as
roads, electricity, and internet access, to set
up their businesses.

Generates Jobs: Building infrastructure
creates employment for many people, both
directly and indirectly.

Improves Quality of Life: Good infrastructure
like clean water, sanitation, and healthcare
improves people's well-being and
productivity.
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3. What Are the Challenges Faced in Infrastructure
Development in India?
In India, infrastructure development faces several
challenges:

e Lack of Funds: There isn't enough money for
large infrastructure projects, making it hard to
improve or build new infrastructure.

Red Tape and Delays: Getting approval for
projects is slow because of complex
government procedures and legal issues.

e Land Acquisition Problems: Securing land for
infrastructure projects is often difficult due to
legal disputes and resistance from local
communities.

. Poor Maintenance: Existing infrastructure
often faces neglect and poor maintenance,
reducing its effectiveness.

Uneven Development: While cities may have

better infrastructure, rural areas often lack

basic facilities like roads, water supply, and
healthcare.
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4. Discuss Any Two Government Initiatives to
Improve Infrastructure
. National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP):
The government has launched this initiative to
invest over ¥111 lakh crore in infrastructure
from 2020 to 2025. This funding will help
improve roads, railways, energy, and other
essential services, boosting India's economy.
. Smart Cities Mission:

This project aims to develop 100 smart cities
across India. It focuses on using technology to
iImprove urban living, making cities cleaner,
safer, and more efficient. It includes better
public transport, clean energy, and modern
waste management systems.
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5. Why Is Social Infrastructure Important for
Economic Growth?

Social infrastructure is important for
economic growth because:
Improves Human Capital: Access to good
education and healthcare helps people
develop skills and stay healthy, which leads
to better productivity and economic
performance.

Reduces Poverty: Social infrastructure
provides equal opportunities for everyone,
reducing social inequality and promoting
inclusive growth.

Supports Economic Activities: A healthy,
educated population can contribute more
effectively to economic activities, helping
businesses grow and the economy prosper.
Improves Standard of Living: Access to basic
services like clean water, sanitation, and
housing raises people's living standards,
creating a more stable and happy society.
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